
President's Voice 

Bighorn sheep translocations increase 

genetic diversity in Oregon 

ODFW captured and 

relocated California 

bighorn sheep at sever-

al locations this week to improve genetic diver-

sity among herds and continue efforts to restore 

this native species in Oregon. 

Bighorns were captured in the Deschutes 

and John Day River canyons and in the Branson 

Creek area of Grant County. Fifteen sheep cap-

tured in the Deschutes River Canyon were re-

leased at Alvord Peaks (Harney County) and 20 

sheep captured in the John Day River Canyon 

went to McClellan (Grant County).  The sheep 

relocated this week will supplement existing 

herds at Alvord Peaks and McClellan, increas-

ing genetic diversity within the herds. 

“Research conducted in Oregon shows we 

need to mix up the genetics of the herds,” said 

Don Whittaker, ODFW ungulate coordinator. 

“Higher genetic diversity leads to better popula-

tion performance and we hope 

to see population increases, 

too.” 

During the capture opera-

tions this week, a helicopter was 

used to locate sheep before they 

were captured using a net fired 

out of the helicopter from a 

specially-designed gun. Once 

captured, the sheep were blind-

folded and restrained to calm 

them, then hoisted in the air by 

the helicopter and taken to a 

location where ODFW biologists 

and veterinarians processed the 

animals. Each bighorn sheep 

was disease-tested and many 

were fitted with a transmitter so 

their movements can be 

tracked.  About 800 Rocky 

Mountain bighorn sheep live in 

the mountains and canyons of 

northeastern Oregon; the rest of 

the animals in the state are Cali-

fornia bighorn sheep. ODFW gen-

erally relocates 20-80 bighorn 

sheep annually with the ultimate 

goal of creating healthy bighorn 

sheep populations in all available, 

suitable habitats within Oregon.   

For more information, please 

contact: 

Michelle Dennehy 

Oregon Department of Fish and-

Wildlife 

Michelle.N.Dennehy@state.or.us 

Tel. (503) 947-6022 

 

January 2015 

Emerald Valley 

Chapter 
Dates to Remember 

DECEMBER 31              
Seasons end for pheasant, 

fall turkey, W. Oregon bear, 

some E. Oregon game birds 

JANUARY 1                     
2015 licenses required 

JANUARY 30 

Eugene Boat & Sports-

men’s Show opens 

JANUARY 31                
Deadline to report harvest 

for fall tags 

 

 

Our Mission:  

“To provide an 

abundant huntable 

wildlife resource in 

Oregon for present 

and future genera-

tions enhancement 

of wildlife habitat 

and protection of 

hunters rights.” 

 

  
Chapter Officers  
President:  

Vice President: Mark Smith 
(541) 954-0923  

Treasurer: Tony Hilsendager 

(541) 729-0877  

Secretary:  

 

Board of Directors  
C.B. Koch Chairman  

                      (541) 485-3333  

Mike Metzler   (541) 484-0767  

                      (541) 913-1259   

Ed Page           (541) 688-1650 

Edwin Curtis   (541) 726-2431 

Mike Thorn     (541) 689-5445  

Neal Reiser     (541) 998-9299  
Wes Edwards  (541) 501-1555 

Ryan Scroggins (541) 285-3947 

Chris Albright  (541) 998-1096 

Jimmy Mortensen 

                       (214) 695-8460 

 

Please submit photos, articles, or 

comments to:  

EmeraldOHA@live.com  

Website:  

Happy New Year, Emerald Valley Chapter members!  

2014 was a great year for our chapter and I anticipate 2015 being even better! Now that most 

big game hunts have come to a close, it's time to shift our focus and energy to the future. As we 

are all aware, when it comes to improving the hunting experience in Oregon, especially western 

Oregon, there is a lot of room for improvement! Whether you feel it's lack of hunting access, 

predator control or lack of quality habitat on our public lands, we want to hear from 

you! Everybody has an opinion but if you don't speak up, nobody can hear you! Every month 

many of our chapter members, consider showing up the monthly meetings, but then never actu-

ally make it in. Your active involvement in OHA puts you in direct contact with the public agen-

cies that manage the hunting opportunities in our state. They will listen, but the bigger the 

voice, the more likely they are going to take action. I encourage all of you to set a goal to attend 

at least one meeting a quarter. I am confident it will be worth your time. We look forward to 

seeing you at a meeting in the near future!  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMjA4LjM5MTA0ODkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTIwOC4zOTEwNDg5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzE1NDcyJmVtYWlsaWQ9SmFtZXMubW9ydGVuc2VuQGJsYWNrYm94LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMjA4LjM5MTA0ODkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTIwOC4zOTEwNDg5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzE1NDcyJmVtYWlsaWQ9SmFtZXMubW9ydGVuc2VuQGJsYWNrYm94LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9


Troopers from the Oregon State 

Po-lice on Nov. 3 located two 

deer carcasses tat had been 

dumped near a Hancock Timber 
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Hatchery moves quickly to release 

trout to local fishing spots 

SPRINGFIELD, Ore. –  

  

 The Oregon Department of Fish and Wild-

life this week released more than 50,000 trout, 

including nearly 10,000 “pounders,” into 

Willamette Valley fishing holes in an emergency 

action triggered by a gate malfunction at Leaburg 

Dam On Monday, ODFW trucked 9,300 one-

pound trout and 42,000 fingerlings to six loca-

tions from Salem to Eugene after water levels 

needed to operate Leaburg Hatchery near Spring-

field became critically low. 

“This is not a great time to release fish but it’s the 

best we can do under the circumstances,” said 

Jeff Ziller, ODFW district fish biologist in Eugene. 

Leaburg Hatchery, located next to the McKenzie 

River 16 miles east of Springfield, is one of OD-

FW’s primary trout producing facilities. The hatch-

ery draws its water from Leaburg Lake, which has 

been dropping steadily for the past week as the 

result of flood gate malfunctions at Leaburg Dam. 

The dam is owned and operated by the Eugene 

Water & Electric Board, which is spilling more 

water than usual from the reservoir into the 

McKenzie River until the floodgates can be re-

paired. 

The hatchery will be able to pull some water out 

of the McKenzie River below the dam using porta-

ble diesel pumps. 

“We’re expecting to run out of water from Lea-

burg Lake any time,” said Erik Withalm, Leaburg 

Hatchery manager. 

Because of public safety concerns and the ongo-

ing hatchery emergency, Leaburg Hatchery will be 

closed to public access until further notice. 

For some anglers, the emergency release is a mid

-winter bonanza because one-pound rainbow 

were stocked in Cottage Grove Reservoir, Dorena 

Reservoir, Hills Creek Reservoir, Junction City 

Pond, Walter Wirth Lake, and Walling Pond. 

“The quality of these fish is excellent,” Ziller said. 

“We hate to release so many large trout all at 

once like this but the silver lining is this will make 

for some excellent fishing in the near term.” 

 

An additional 42,000 fingerlings 

were released at Cottage Grove 

Reservoir, Dorena Reservoir and 

Detroit Reservoir. Many of these 

fish are too small for anglers to 

keep, however more than 25 

percent of the fish are greater 

than eight inches – the mini-

mum length that anglers can 

keep. Ziller believes that while 

there may be some mortality 

associated with the winter re-

lease of smaller fish, the majori-

ty of them will survive to be-

come catchable trout. 

Ziller and Withalm said they 

expect the impact on future fish-

eries to be minimal. Withalm 

noted that Leaburg Hatchery 

usually maintains some “extra” 

fish as a buffer for any unfore-

seen issues. Ziller added that 

while fishery managers may 

have to make some adjust-

ments in the number of fish they 

release at a few trout stocking 

sites he expects they will be rel-

atively minor. 

 

Contact: 

Jeff Ziller (541) 726-3515, ext. 

26 

Rick Swart (971) 673-6038  

http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/hunting/reporting/index.asp
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/education/hunter/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/RR/
https://or.outdoorcentral.us/or/license
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/
http://www.oregonhuntingmap.com/
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enhancement of wildlife habitat and protection of hunter's rights." 

Articles and opinions 

expressed in this 

newsletter are not 

necessarily the opin-

ions of the Oregon 

Hunters Association 

Increasing damage 

to wildlife habitat by 

o f f - r o a d  v e h i -

cles prompted the 

Oregon Hunters As-

sociation (OHA) in 

2009 to create the 

Natural Resources 

Reward Program that 

offers a $200 reward 

for information lead-

ing to the arrest of 

anyone causing natu-

ral resources dam-

age by the illegal use 

of motorized vehicles 

and is similar to its 

highly successful TIP 

program.  

$100 Game Fish 

$100 Upland Birds 

$200 Habitat 

$250 Deer, Bear, 

Antelope, and Cou-

gar 

$500 Elk, Big Horn 

Sheep, Moose, and 

Mountain Goat 

  How to Report a 

Wildlife and/or Habi-

tat Law Violation or 

Suspicious Activity: 

TIP Hotline:  1-800-

452-7888  (24/7) 

TIP Email: 

TIP@state.or.us         

Monitored M-F 

8:00AM - 5:00PM 

(Please use the TIP 

Hotline for Weekend 

and Even-

ing Reporting) 

Turn-In-Poachers     

(TIP)  Lake County ranchers recognized for wildlife 

stewardship 

SALEM, Ore.—Lake County ranchers Don and Diana Robinson were 

awarded this year’s Riley Freeman Award at the Oregon Cattle-

men’s Association (OCA) meeting in Bend on Dec. 6. 

“The Robinsons are actively involved in protecting and enhancing 

habitat for fish and wildlife on their land,” said ODFW Interim Di-

rector Curt Melcher when presenting the award in Bend. 

The award is given annually by ODFW and OCA in memory of Riley 

Freeman, a past chairman of the Oregon Cattlemen’s Wildlife 

Committee. While defending private property rights, Freeman also 

advocated for partnerships between private landowners and state 

and federal natural resource agencies to promote good land stew-

ardship.  

The Robinsons raise cattle on 3,000 acres near Adel, where Don’s 

family has ranched since the 1890s. Examples of the Robinsons 

promoting stewardship of fish and wildlife habitat on their proper-

ty include: 

 Worked with ODFW to assess the distribution, abundance, and 

movements of the federally threatened Warner sucker in Twentymile Creek. 

 Worked with Lake County Watershed Council, BLM, and ODFW to replace an aging and ineffective 

fish ladder, and provide fish screening at the Dike Diversion so that sucker and redband trout up-

stream and downstream access to upper Twentymile and Twelvemile Creeks is restored. 

 Allowed ODFW Native Fish Project access to their property to assess the abundance, distribution, 

and seasonal movements of fish and install antennas on an irrigation canal to assess the timing and 

magnitude of fish movement. 

 Helped salvage redband trout that got stranded behind their Big Valley ranch head gate. Also 

worked with ODFW fish biologists and with the Lake County Watershed Council to improve fish pas-

sage here to prevent the need for fish salvage in the future. 

 Improved fish passage on another tributary on their property in collaboration with the U.S. Forest 

Service. 

 Restored habitat for mule deer and other wildlife on their property through a 50-acre aspen stand 

enhancement project in Big Valley (2010-2011) and a 100-acre juniper removal project with the Lake 

County Watershed Council (2009).  

Don and Diana Robinson  

Azalea fox tests positive for rabies 

 

ROSEBURG, Ore.— 

 A gray fox involved in 

a Dec. 11 biting incident in 

the Alazlea-Glen Road area 

(Douglas County) has tested 

positive for rabies.  Rabies is 

a viral disease of mammals 

that attacks an infected ani-

mal’s nervous system. Rabies 

symptoms in wildlife, particu-

larly foxes and raccoons, in-

clude lethargy, walking in 

circles, loss of muscular coor-

dination, convulsions, irritabil-

ity or aggressiveness, disori-

entation, excessive drooling of 

saliva, and showing no fear of 

humans.  Rabies can be trans-

mitted from infected wild 

mammals (bats, fox, coyotes, 

skunks, or raccoons) to unvac-

cinated pets and livestock, or  

to humans.  The virus is 

present in the saliva of 

infected animals and is 

often transmitted through 

the bite or other contact 

with a rabid animal.  If you 

see any wild animals ex-

hibiting strange behavior, 

call the ODFW Wildlife 

Health Lab toll-free at 866-

968-2600 to report the 

animal to one of ODFW’s 

veterinary staff. (Or call 

your local ODFW district 

office during regular busi-

ness hours.) If you see pets 

or stray cats or dogs acting 

strangely, contact Douglas 

County Animal Control at 

541-440-4471.  People in 

the area should take extra  

caution not to approach wildlife or stray 

pets. 
 If bitten or scratched by a wild animal or 

a stray, immediately wash the area with 

soap and water for at least five minutes 

and seek medical attention. The incident 

should be reported to your local health 

department or the Douglas County Envi-

ronmental Health Program at 541-440-

3574.  ODFW also reminds people in the 

area to not feed wildlife, to keep garbage 

in secure containers and to feed pets 

indoors. Wildlife can be excluded from 

living areas by sealing openings in attics, 

basements, porches, sheds, barns and 

screen chimneys that might provide ac-

cess to bats and other wildlife.  Trapping 

seasons are also currently open for gray 

fox and other furbearers. Trappers in the 

area should take extra caution when 

checking traps. 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMjEwLjM5MjExMTUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTIxMC4zOTIxMTE1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzE5ODU2JmVtYWlsaWQ9SmFtZXMubW9ydGVuc2VuQGJsYWNrYm94LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9


OHA  State Office 

P.O. Box 1706 

Medford, OR 97501 

State Office: (541) 772-7313 

Oregon Hunters Association 

Sent in by our members 

For comments, questions, or to 

submit photos and articles                   

 

Contact: emeraldoha@live.com 

  

Emerald Valley Chapter  

Oregon Hunter’s Association  

P.O. Box 7534  

Eugene, OR 97401  

Lifetime member Ed 

Page and his 2014 

Rocky Mt Bull taken In 

the Grizzly unit 2nd 

season.  He was 

dropped with a Re-

mington .300 win/mag 

running at 80 yds 

Next Meeting  

January 14, 2015  

Sizzler in Springfield, Oregon  

 

Board Mtg. 5:30pm  

Social 6:30pm  

General  7:00pm 

January Guest Speaker: Mike Pungercar  

 

 Mike is with the South Willamette Valley Honor Flight. organiza-

tion.  They arrange to take our WWII veterans to Washington to view the monu-

ments. Mike Pungercar, the Director of South Willamette Valley Honor Flight, 

was born and raised in Wisconsin, and has been a resident of Springfield for the 

past 32 years.   

 

 Mike is a WWII Historian with his focus on the history of the Eighth Air 

Force and its role in the Air War over Europe in World War II.  He is the author of 

"A Promise Kept". and book about the Eighth Air Force, his father who was a 

radio operator on a B-17, and seven other veterans who served on B-17 Flying 

Fortresses. 

Mike is a member of the 91st Bomb Group Memorial Association, and a Board 

Member of the Oregon Chapter - 8th Air Force Historical Society, and a member 

of the Experimental Aircraft Association.  

  

 Mike will be talking about the local Honor Flight Program and the mis-

sion of getting our veterans back to Washington, D.C. to receive recognition for 

their service to our country.  Since its inception in March, 2012, South 

Willamette Valley Honor Flight has raised the money to take 251 WWII veterans 

on their Honor Flight. 

 

 Mike will be assisted by Vern Thompson, a WWII Navy Veteran who will 

share his story as part of the presentation  
 



 
Emerald Valley Chapter – OHA 

“Fun-Raiser 2015” 
Saturday, March 14th, 2015 
Eugene Hilton ~ Eugene, Oregon 
 

   ~ BANQUET ~ AUCTIONS ~ RAFFLES ~  
 

Wall of Guns § Dart Board §  Card Raffle § Board Games § & MORE!!! 
4:00 p.m. Auction & Raffle Preview ~ 6:00 p.m. Dinner ~ 6:30p.m. Auctions & Raffles 

 

Tremendous Savings if you order by February 15th, 2015 
$180.00 in General Raffle Tickets for only $100.00 

(After February 15th…$120.00 in General Raffle Tickets for $100.00) 
Wall of Guns includes $40.00 in General Raffle Tickets if purchased by 2/15/15 

Wall of Guns – Only 120 to be sold – Four (4) Winners 
 

Sponsor Package - $385.00 
Sponsor Package Includes 8 dinners & 8 Bonus Prize Tickets 

One Chance (Per Package) in Drawing for $500.00 Gift Certificate 
One-year advertising in Emerald Valley Chapter Newsletter 

 

Special Raffle to benefit the Eugene Mission – For every 2 cans of food you donate,  
you will receive a Ticket on a Drawing for a .22 Rifle. 

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Sponsor Package        _________ x $385.00   = __________ 
 

Wall of Guns (Includes $40.00 in General Raffle Tickets through 2/15/15: _________ x $  50.00   = __________ 
 $20.00 in General Raffle tickets thereafter) 
Early Bird General Raffle Package ($180.00 Value, through 2/15/15):  _________ x $100.00   = __________ 
 

General Raffle Package (Purchased after 2/15/15, $120.00 Value)  _________ x $100.00   = __________ 
 

Adult OHA Member Dinner Ticket – Prime Rib     _________ x $  42.00   = __________ 
Adult OHA Member Dinner Ticket – Chicken     _________ x $  42.00   = __________ 
Adult Non OHA Member Dinner Ticket* – Prime Rib    _________ x $  76.00   = __________ 
Adult Non OHA Member Dinner Ticket* – Chicken    _________ x $  76.00   = __________ 
Youth (12 & Under) Dinner Ticket – Prime Rib     _________ x $  20.00   = __________ 
Youth (12 & Under) Dinner Ticket – Chicken     _________ x $  20.00   = __________ 
 

  Table reservations available for parties of ten. 
  *Includes one year membership in OHA   Total Enclosed: $ ___________ 

Dinner seating is by Reservation only (Max seating = 280 seats.  RSVP by 3/1/15) 
*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Please make checks Payable to: Emerald Valley Chapter – OHA 
Mail to: 1232 Dalton Dr.  Eugene, OR 97404 § email: cyclopscsmith@gmail.com 

Phone # 541-461-6779      Cell # 541-954-0923        Fax # 541-505-9639 

Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Party Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Important:  Please indicate here if you want to sit with a certain group of people.) 

 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City:  __________________________  Zip: _________________  Email: ______________________________________   
 

Phone (Day): __________________________   (Eve) ___________________________ (No. in Party) _______________ 
 

Visa/MC #: ___________________________________________________cvv___________ Exp. Date: _____________ 
 

Signature: _______________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________ 
 

Proceeds To Benefit Local & State Wildlife and Habitat Programs 



         

Oregon Hunters Association State Board Election  

Nominations due February 1, 2015 
 

Nominations for the following offices are being accepted until 5 p.m. Feb. 1, 2015, at the OHA state 

office: 

 

2-YEAR OFFICER POSITIONS 

Vice President  

Treasurer  

 

3-YEAR BOARD SEATS 

Board position #7 Northeast Oregon  

Board position #8 Northwest Oregon  

Board position #9 Midwest Oregon  

 

 

The President and Secretary are elected in even numbered years, while the Vice President and Treas-

urer are elected in odd numbered years. Three of the nine board seats are elected each year. 

 

Please see next page for more information on the positions to be elected in 2015. 

 

 

Who may nominate and how: Chapters may nominate, or an individual member may nominate with 

10 signatures from members. Candidates should submit position statements (200 words or less) for 

publication in the special election section of the March/April issue of Oregon Hunter magazine. Posi-

tion statements are due Feb. 1, preferably sent via email (oha@ccountry.net). Please call the OHA 

state office (541) 772-7313 before the deadline to be sure your nomination/position statement has 

been received. 

 

 

Information for potential candidates 

 The OHA state board meets monthly via phone conference, and has a few face-to-face meet-

ings per year at central sites - usually in Salem, Bend and the OHA State Convention. Most reasona-

ble expenses are reimbursed at the OHA rate. Board members are expected to communicate with 

their area chapters.  
 



Position 7 Northeast Oregon 

Gilliam, Morrow, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa, Wheeler, 

Grant, Baker, Malheur Counties    

 

Position 8 Northwest Oregon  

Hood River, Yamhill, Clackamas Counties 

Clatsop, Columbia, Tillamook, Washington, 

Multnomah 

 

Position 9 Midwest Oregon  

Marion, Lincoln, Polk, Benton, Linn, Lane Counties  

Jim Knott  

Term expires 2015  

 

 

Don Backman  

Term expires 2015  

 

 

 

Joe Ricker  

Term expires 2015  

Chapters: Baker, Columbia Basin, 

Grant County Malheur County, Union 

County 

 

Chapters: Clatsop County, Columbia 

County, Hoodview, Pioneer, Tillamook, 

Tualatin Valley, Yamhill County 

 

Chapters: Capitol, Emerald Valley, Lin-

coln  County, Mid-Willamette, Siuslaw  

Vice President John Gander  

term expires 2015 

 

Treasurer Mike Vallery  

term expires 2015 

OHA Board of Directors Positions to be elected in 

2015 
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